
Year 5 - Recommended Reading List 

 
Novels 

 
Can You See Me? by Libby Scott and Rebecca Westcott 
The Hobbit by JRR Tolkien 
Peter Pan by JM Barrie 
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 
The Gauntlet by Karuna Riazi 
The Battle by Karuna Riazi 
Race To The Frozen North by Catherine Johnson 
Return To Wonderland by Various 
Way Of The Waves by Janina Ramirez 
Riddle Of The Runes by Janina Ramirez 
The Unforgotten Coat by Frank Cottrell Boyce 
Millions by Frank Cottrell Boyce 
Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce 
A Wrinkle In Time by Madeleine L’Engle 
The Storm Keeper’s Island by Catherine Doyle 
The Lost Tide Warriors by Catherine Doyle 
The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd 
The Guggenheim Mystery by Robin Stevens 
Sky Dancer by Gill Lewis 
Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly 
The Day I Was Erased by Lisa Thompson 
We Won An Island by Charlotte Lo 
No Ballet Shoes In Syria by Catherine Bruton 
Kick by Mitch Johnson 
Journey To The River Sea by Eva Ibbotson 
Tin by Padraig Kenny 
The Dreamsnatcher by Abi Elphinstone 
The Shadow Keeper by Abi Elphinstone 
The Night Spinner by Abi Elphinstone 
Beetle Boy by MG Leonard 
Beetle Queen by MG Leonard 
Battle Of The Beetles by MG Leonard 
The Highland Falcon Thief by MG Leonard 
A Girl Called Owl by Amy Wilson 
Snowglobe by Amy Wilson 
Shadows Of Winterspell by Amy Wilson 
Wonder by RJ Palacio 
Auggie And Me by RJ Palacio 
Dragon Mountain by Katie and Kevin Tsang 
Street Child by Berlie Doherty 
Flora and Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo 
Raymie Nightingale by Kate DiCamillo 
Louisiana’s Way Home by Kate DiCamillo 
Beverly Right Here by Kate DiCamillo 
The Tales Of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 
The Magician’s Elephant by Kate DiCamillo 
Cogheart by Peter Bunzl 
Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo 
War Horse by Michael Morpurgo 



Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo 
Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick 
The House With Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson 
The Castle Of Tangled Magic by Sophie Anderson 
Warrior Boy by Virginia Clay 
The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis 
The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 
Around the World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne 
The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 
The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling 
The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster 
The Jamie Drake Equation by Christopher Edge 
The Longest Night Of Charlie Noon by Christopher Edge 
The Infinite Lives Of Maisie Day by Christopher Edge 
The Many Worlds Of Albie Bright by Christopher Edge 
The Apprentice Witch by James Nicol 
A Witch Alone by James Nicol 
A Witch Come True by James Nicol 
The Distance Between Me And The Cherry Tree 
The Skylark’s War by Hilary McKay 
Asha And The Spirit Bird by Jasbinder Bilan 
Tamarind And The Star Of Ishta by Jasbinder Bilan 
Lily And The Rockets by Rebecca Stevens 
Just Call Me Spaghetti Hoop Boy by Lara Williamson 
A Boy Called Hope by Lara Williamson 
The Midnight Hour by Laura Trinder and Benjamin Read 
The Strangeworld’s Travel Agency by LD Lapinski 
A Kind Of Spark by Elle McNicoll 
The Wind In The Willows by Kenneth Grahame 
Jake Atlas And The Tomb Of The Emerald Snake by Rob Lloyd Jones 
Wild Boy by Rob Lloyd Jones 
Wild Boy And The Black Terror by Rob Lloyd Jones 
The Clockwork Crow by Catherine Fisher 
Where The Wilderness Lives by Jess Butterworth 
When The Mountains Roared by Jess Butterworth 
Swimming Against The Storm by Jess Butterworth 
Malala: My Story Of Standing Up For Girls by Malala Yousafzai 
The Secret Of The Night Train by Sylvia Bishop 
Zombierella: Fairy Tales Gone Bad by Joseph Coelho 
Perijee And Me by Ross Montgomery 
The Bigwoof Conspiracy by Dashe Roberts 

 
Picture Books 
 
Leon And The Place Between by Angela McCallister 
The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry 
The Youngest Marcher by Cynthia Levinson 
Cicada by Shaun Tan 
The Fantastic Flying Books Of Mr Morris Lessmore 
The Wolves In The Wall by Neil Gaiman 
Aviary Wonders Inc by Kate Samworth 
A Stone Sat Still by Brendan Wenzel 
River by Elisha Cooper 
Battle Bunny by Jon Scieszka 



You Are Stardust by Elin Kelsey 
Because By Mo Willems 
The Island by Armin Greder 
The Promise by Nicola Davies 
The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes 
Rescue And Jessica: A Life Changing Friendship by Jessica Kensky 
Michael Rosen’s Sad Book by Michael Rosen 
Mrs Gorski, I Think I Have The Wriggle Fidgets by  Barbara Esham 
Curiosity: Story Of A Mars Rover by Markus Motum 
Hike by Pete Oswald 
The Rough Face Girl by Rafe Martin  
A Stone For Sascha by Aaron Becker 
The Lost Thing by Shaun Tan 
A Different Pond by Bao Phi 
Tomas And The Library Lady by Pat Mora 
The Wall by Eve Bunting 
Day’s Work by Eve Bunting 
Fly Away Home by Eve Bunting 
A Bike Like Sergio’s by Boelts Maribeth 
Mirror by Jeannie Baker 
The Watcher: Jane Goodall’s Life With The Chimps by Jeanette Winter 
Shark Lady: The Daring Tale Of How Eugenie Clark Dove Into History by Jess Keating 
Ocean Speaks: How Marie Tharp Revealed The Ocean’s Biggest Secret by Jess Keating 
Grace Hopper: Queen Of Computer Code by Laurie Wallmark 
The Girl Who Thought In Pictures: Temple Grandin by Julia Finley Mosca 
Junkyard Wonders by Patricia Polacco 
My Two Blankets by Irena Kobald 

 
Non Fiction 
 
Goodnight Stories For Rebel Girls 
The Skies Above My Eyes by Charlotte Gullain and Yuval Zommer 
Rise Up: Ordinary Kids With Extraordinary Stories 
Stories For Boys Who Dare To Be Different by Ben Brooks 
Absolutely Everything by Christopher Lloyd 
Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill 
The Dictionary of Difficult Words by Jane Solomon 
The Big Book Of Football by MUNDIAL 
Wild Facts About Nature by Andy Seed 
We Are Artists: Women Who Made Their Mark On The World by Kari Herbert 
Survivors by David Long 
Heroes by David Long 
Fantastic Female Explorers by Lily Dyu 
Professor Astro Cat’s Space Rockets by Dominic Walliman 
Professor Astro Cat’s Stargazing by Dominic Walliman 
Professor Astro Cat’s Space Rockets by Dominic Walliman 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Graphic Novels 
 
The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis 
Timmy On The Toilet by Peta Lemon 
Derek The Sheep by Gary Northfield 
Claire: Justice Ninja by Joe Brady 
Akissi: Even More Tales Of Mischief by Marguerite About 
Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson 
Mr Wolf’s Class by Aaron Nels Steinke 
Mr Wolf’s Class 2 by Aaron Nels Steinke 
 


