Whitchurch
Combined School

WHITCHURCH
COMBINED SCHOOL

Growing today, ready for tomorrow.



The Correct Way to Spell Potato

If GH can stand for P as in 'hiccough,’
It OUGH can stand for O as in 'dough,’

It PHTH can stand for T as in 'phthisis,’
If EIGH can stand for A as in 'neighbour,’
If TTE can stand for T as in 'gazette,'

If EAU can stand for O as in 'plateau,’

Then the correct way to spell potato would be

GHOUGHPHTHEIGHTTEEAU.
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The Reading Skills Pyramijq

Compre-
hension

Fluency
Reading quickly and with
expression

Phonics

— Connecting sounds to written letters/

letter combinations for reading (decoding)
— Connecting written letters to sounds for
spelling (encoding)

Phonemic Awareness

— Hearing/manipulating beginning/ending sounds in words
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What is Phonics?

» Phonics is a method for teaching reading where children learn letters by their
sounds rather than their names.

» Learning phonics helps children learn to read because instead of relying on
memorising words by shape or guessing them based on picture clues or first
letters, they can read new words by sounding them out and blending those
sounds together.




Why?

>

“The more that you read, the more things you will know, the more that you
learn, the more places you'll go.” Dr Seuss

“There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on Treasure
Island.” - Walt Disney

“There are many little ways to enlarge your world. Love of books is the best
of all.” - Jacqueline Kennedy

Opens the world of learning!



How?

» Lesley Clarke's Synthetic Phonics
Taught in Phases (Reception Phase 2-4)

» The key for your child is to be able to recognise which sounds (phonemes)
go with which individual letters and letter combinations (graphemes), and
to begin understanding spelling rules.

» Through song, actions, visuals, group work, independent activities and
continuous provision.

v

» Handwriting and phonics are completely separate things, so at the
beginning of the term the children may not know how to write the letters
because they don’t know them yet. Phonics is our first focus.

» Rhymes Phase2WritingMatCurlyfA5LaSOrder. pdf
» SingleLetterMnemonicsList.pdf



http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-phoneme
http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-grapheme
https://whitchurchbucksschuk.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/WhitchurchCombinedSchool/EcxNjTJNK8JCt-cfFMV-cQAByzQ_O5V5u0-WrQBT_Db1wA?e=ey6CrD
https://whitchurchbucksschuk.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/WhitchurchCombinedSchool/EbsH2M62mBpGgHLDNDPNh90BkXa7PLqts92jc_ctleHf-g?e=JgBJZ2

Specifics...

» What is Phonics? | The Phonics Nest saying the sounds.

» htips://thephonicsnest.co.uk/reception/ more specifics for Reception
including blending

» Jargon Busting



https://thephonicsnest.co.uk/what-is-phonics/
https://thephonicsnest.co.uk/reception/

Pure Sounds: Pronouncing the sounds of letters correctly. Avoid the "uh” at the end of the sound. So "mmmm”, not "muh”

Oral Blending: Your child hears a series of sounds and they are able to blend those sounds together to make the whole word. For example
you say c-a-t and they blend to say "cat”

Blending: Your child sees a word, says the individual sounds and then merges those sounds together to make the whole word, for example
they see "b-u-s" and then blend to make "bus".

Segmenting: The opposite to blending. Children break up the word into it's component sounds. We might use our "robot arms” or "phonics
fingers” to count the number of sounds in a word.

Phoneme: The smallest sound in a word. So the word "sun" has 3, "chair" has 2, "sport" has 4. There are approximately 44 in the English
language to learn.

Grapheme: The written form of the phoneme, It's what we write on the paper or see on resources. The number of graphemes correspond to
the number of phonemes. A grapheme can be made up of different numbers of letters. For example "ai" is 2 and "ear" is 3.

Digraph: Two letters together that make one sound, for example "ck”, "ee" and "ar". Toy have consonant digraphs like"sh” and "ch" or vowel
digraphs like "ai", "00" and "ow".

Trigraph: Three letters together that make one sound for example "igh" and "ear” learnt in phase 3.

Split digraph: This is when a digraph like "ie" has been split and a consonant has been placed in the middle. It still makes the "ie" phoneme.
There are five to learn: a_e, I_e, e_e, o_e and u_e.

Decodable: Being able to "sound out” the word into its component sounds.

Tricky words: These are words that are not decodable. Children will need to learn these words by sight. Each phase has a set of tricky
words. Some do become decodable as the children move up the phases such as "like" and "out” become decodable in phase 5.

High Frequency words: These are words that often occur in books and stories. They are a mixture of decodable and tricky words.
Non-words: Often referred to as alien or silly words. These are decodable but are made up. Readingbthese types of words can act as a useful
tooldto check how your child's phonic knowledge is. If they have good decoding skills, they will be able to read both real and non real
words.

Sound buttons: A dot or line that is placed under each grapheme. Every time your child presses the button they say the phoneme and then
blend all the phonemes together at the end. The word "hop” would have 3 dots. The word "moon” has a dot, line, dot as you draw a line
under the digraphs and trigraphs.

CVC words: Consonant, vowel, consonant. The word "top”, for example, is a simple CVC word. The word "rain” ia also a CVC word as it has
tI?‘e vowel digraph "ai" in the middle. The words "boy" and "tie" are not CVC words as even though they have 3 letters, they only have 3
phonemes.

Syllable: A unit of word that has one vowel sound. The word "rain” has one, "raining” has 2, "umbrella” has 3.

Polysyllabic: A word that contains more than one syllable. Examples are "children”, "softest”, "melting".

Compound word: A compound word is formed when two or more smaller words are joined together to create a new word. Examples are
"bedroom”, "sandpit”, "sunflower".




Have a think...

» cat

» back

» chop

» hair

» night

» sighting
» thrash
» Tale

» extreme




Tricky Words

» A4Phase2TrickyWordWritingMat. pdf
» Phase 3 Coloured Tricky Word Cards. pdf



https://whitchurchbucksschuk.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/WhitchurchCombinedSchool/EVCpSChOhsBGgmf_Zibr1fABq1TSFEdWvyKmznr3xA2Vww?e=J2bc3l
https://whitchurchbucksschuk.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/WhitchurchCombinedSchool/EUXZXDrPugpPtSPcdEVUBGkBy5IzltC7nbopIeYX4FBP7Q?e=ZCYFcu

Should all words be spelt correctly? What if they choose
the wrong spelling choice for a sound?

» It’s ok- having a go is the key in Reception. Try to avoid spelling it for them or
letting them copy. Children at this stage will take a very long time to write,
which is completely usual.

» Phonetically plausible- as long as it can be read by another adult, regardless
of spelling, it is ok and should be praised.

» Building confidence- In Reception we want your children to be fearless.
Having a go and trying is so important. Writing 5 words in a row for Reception
children is tiring and hard work but they will build up and things become
easier for them. A little bit done well, with concentration and a sense of
pride, is more important and rewarding than lots of copied writing or feeling
stressed out after needing to hurry or having struggled. Celebrate every little
bit. If they can only think of one letter, well done! If they can hear and write
the last letter, well done! If they can do one word, well done! And so on.
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Reading Books

Reading at home
Keep books in book bag everyday.

Decodable texts
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Revision text




How can you support?

»  Talk- talk lots and lots to your children, Encourage correct pronunciation of words and talk in sentences. This all aids the
children when it comes to writing. If they can hear the sounds, they can often begin to write them. We will pick up any issues
regarding speech or hearing and help to support.

»  Play games- what does that start with? What sound comes next? Etc. We will be popping out game ideas throughout the year.
»  Read to different people, call up/facetime a relative and read the book.

»  Encourage reading and modelling reading. If they can see you doing it, they will want to also. Even picture reading is
important.

»  Use the rhymes and models we use in school.
These are some useful websites:

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057289546942&sk=videos

https://www.facebook.com/phonicsfamily

https://www.theschoolrun.com/boost-phonics-confidence

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/the-alphablocks-guide-to-phonics

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy

https://thephonicsnest.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR2nohFxtBRdKjcJC60kPRVN5uvIFaWISUBMi6 _L2h1Z75aAs80ueYb_o4s

Ask if you are unsure, but we will guide you all the way.
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Resources available on Reception Class Page on Website.



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057289546942&sk=videos
https://www.facebook.com/phonicsfamily
https://www.theschoolrun.com/boost-phonics-confidence
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/the-alphablocks-guide-to-phonics
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy
https://thephonicsnest.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR2nohFxtBRdKjcJC6OkPRVN5uvIFaWI5UBMi6_L2hlZ75aAs80ueYb_o4s

Key Take Aways

Use letter sounds not names at this point.
Use pure sounds SSS-U- NNN rather than Suh- U- Nuh
We don’t start alphabetically
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Use lower case letters when writing and only do a capital for names at this
point

» Read, read, read




"Reading for pleasure
isn't separate from
learning to read.”

Pam Allyn




